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Executive  Summary 


Canada's  SchoolNet  is  an  initiative  sponsored  by  Industry  Canada.  It  aims  to  link  all  16,000  plus 
Canadian  schools  to  the  electronic  highway  as  quickly  as  possible.  Canada's  SchoolNet  makes 
available  national  and  international  resources  to  Canadian  teachers  and  students.  In  Alberta  97 
schools  participated  as  project  schools. 

Projects  began  in  November,  1994  and  continued  until  the  end  of  June.  All  schools  were 
expected  to  submit  evaluations  of  their  projects,  paying  particular  attention  to  the  impact  of  the 
project  on  pedagogical  approaches,  student  learning,  and  achievement  of  project  objectives.  The 
school  evaluation  reports  were  used  as  the  basis  of  this  final  evaluation.  Recommendations  were 
provided  to  address  the  findings  of  the  evaluation. 

Recommendations  include: 

1)  Continuation  and  expansion  of  Alberta  SchoolNet  in  the  1995/96  school  year. 

2)  Hardware  and  software  requirements  and  operational  procedures  associated  with  each 
must  be  clearly  explained  to  participants.  This  may  serve  to  solve  technical  problems 
before  they  occur. 

3)  Co-operation  between  and  among  the  schools  participating  must  be  increased 
significantly  to  facilitate  joint  problem-solving  and  information  sharing. 

4)  Schools  must  assess  carefully  their  computer  and  communications  capabilities  to  ensure 
they  are  able  to  run  the  necessary  applications  to  utilize  effectively  any  Internet  resources. 

5)  Thorough  pre-service,  in-service,  and  on-going  support  for  teachers  should  be  developed. 

6)  Teachers  should  take  the  time  to  learn  about  the  Internet  and  not  rely  totally  on  the 
support  given  by  Alberta  Education. 
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7)  Schools  should  log  on  to  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  Web  (and  e-mail,  when  availalbe)  on  a 
regular  basis  to  receive  warnings  of  potential  shut  downs  or  the  correction  of  technical 
difficulties. 

8)  Methods  should  be  found  to  address  network  contention  issues.  Some  schools  found  it 
very  difficult  to  connect  at  various  times  during  the  day. 

9)  The  inclusion  of  e-mail  service  is  essential. 

10)  A formalized  management  structure  needs  to  be  developed  to  ensure  plans  for  continuing 
and  expanding  Alberta  SchoolNet  are  developed,  implementated,  funded,  and  assessed. 
In  this  regard,  it  is  critical  that  a regularized  source  of  funding  be  established  by  Alberta 
Education,  the  federal  government,  and  local  schools  and  school  jurisdictions. 
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Introduction 

SchoolNet  is  a cooperative  initiative  of  Canada's  provincial,  territorial  and  federal  governments, 
educators,  universities  and  colleges  and  industry.  It  aims  to  link  all  of  Canada's  16,000  plus 
schools  to  the  electronic  highway  as  quickly  as  possible.  In  Alberta,  Alberta  Education  is  the 
formal  partner  in  the  project  along  with  Alberta  Public  Works,  Supply  and  Service  which 
provided  electronic  links  to  the  schools. 

In  the  fall  of  1994,  Alberta  Education  requested  schools  to  submit  an  application  to  participate  in 
the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  and  126  schools  responded.  A selection  committee  reviewed  the 
applications  and  identified  69  schools  which  best  met  the  selection  criteria.  The  30  schools 
which  began  with  the  project  in  1993  were  invited  to  continue  with  the  project  in  1994.  With  the 
exception  of  two  schools,  all  continued  with  the  project  being  the  total  number  of  project  schools 
to  97.  Three  primary  areas,  each  having  numerous  indicators,  were  used  in  the  selection  process. 

(1)  Pedagogical  approach  applied  to  the  project.  Indicators  included: 

research 

gathering  information  and  interpreting  data 

- group  projects  and  cooperative  learning 
individual  study 
questioning/discussion 
experimentation 

- interviewing 

writing  the  final  report. 

(2)  Promotion  of  improved  learning  provided  by  SchoolNet/Intemet.  Indicators  included: 

focus  on  research 
communication  skills 
cooperativedeaming/information  sharing 
manipulation/synthesis  of  data 
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thinking  skills 
independent  learning 

- stay-in-school/student  motivation 
decision-making. 

(3)  Enhancement  of  achievement  of  Alberta  curricular  objectives.  Indicators  included: 
research  skills 
communication  skills 
student  hands-on  experiences 

- responsible  decision-making  and  problem-solving 
ethical  issues 

participation  skills/group  work. 

Technical  implementation  of  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  was  greatly  facilitated  through  a 
financial  donation  and  time  by  various  organizations.  The  terminal  server  was  purchased  by 
funds  donated  by  Shell  Canada  and  operated/implemented  by  Alberta  Education.  Schools 
accessed  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  by  dialling  into  Alberta  Public  Works,  Supply  and 
Services  (APWSS)  province-wide  X25  network  which  connected  them  to  the  terminal  server. 
Full  Internet  access  was  then  capable.  A single-user  access  was  allotted  for  each  school.  E-mail 
services  were  not  made  available  during  the  school  year  due  to  technical  and  funding  difficulties. 

Projects  began  late  in  1994  and  most  were  completed  by  late  May.  Many  of  those  projects 
needing  e-mail  were  unfortunately  not  completed.  Schools  who  had  proposed  e-mail  projects 
tended  to  revise  their  projects  to  access  the  services  available.  Based  on  their  experiences, 
schools  were  requested  to  submit  an  evaluation  of  their  projects  to  Alberta  Education.  There  was 
also  an  expectation  that  a formal  evaluation  of  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  would  be 
completed  during  the  summer. 
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This  report  has  been  completed  in  accordance  with  project  guidelines  and  consists  of  four  parts: 

1 . A description  of  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  with  particular  attention  paid  to  expected 
objectives,  procedures  and  outcomes. 

2.  The  evaluation  context  in  which  the  Terms  of  Reference  and  the  methodology  for  the 
evaluation  are  explained. 

3.  Findings  and  discussion  for  the  technical,  educational,  and  pre-service,  in-service  and  support 
components  of  the  project. 

4.  Recommendations  for  the  technical,  educational,  and  pre-service,  in-service  and  support 
components  of  the  project. 

The  Evaluation  Context 

Introduction 

This  section  of  the  evaluation  report  includes  the  Terms  of  Reference  and  the  methodology  for 
the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  evaluation. 

Terms  of  Reference 

The  Terms  of  Reference  for  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  evaluation  focused  on: 

1 . An  assessment  of  the  educational  aspects  of  the  project  to  determine: 

• the  utility  of  SchoolNet/Intemet  as  an  alternative  to  the  traditional  forms  of  delivering 
educational  programming  to  students. 

• the  degree  to  which  SchoolNet/Intemet  provided  value-added  educational  learning 
opportunities  to  students  in 

science  and  technology; 
enhancement  of  curricular  objectives; 
access  to  information; 

- completion  of  projects;  and 

- technological  competence. 
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• the  degree  to  which  the  overall  objectives  of  the  project  were  achieved  from  both  the 
provincial  and  schools  points  of  view. 

2.  An  assessment  of  the  technical  aspects  of  the  project  to  determine: 

• the  utility  and  effectiveness  of  the  network  connection  interface. 

• the  degree  to  which  hardware  configurations  were  appropriate  to  the  project. 

• technical  limitations  of  the  project  and  to  suggest  ways  by  which  assistance  could  be 
provided  in  the  future. 

3.  An  assessment  of  the  teacher  development  aspects  of  the  project  to  determine: 

• the  degree  to  which  teachers  were  provided  with  support  both  prior  to  and  during  the 
implementation  of  the  project. 

4.  Providing  recommendations  to  guide  actions  in  each  of  the  above  areas  in  future  projects  of 
this  type. 

Evaluation  Methodology 

Schools  participating  in  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  were  required  to  submit  a self-evaluation 
of  their  respective  projects  by  June  16, 1995.  Of  the  97  schools  participating,  70  submitted  then- 
evaluations.  These  evaluations  formed  the  basis  of  the  overall  evaluation.  Schools  were 
requested  to  include,  at  a minimum: 

• project  title  and  description; 

• staff  involved  in  offering  the  project; 

• date  project  commenced  and  terminated; 

• reasons  for  implementing  the  project  at  the  school  level; 

• objectives  of  the  project; 

• the  achievement  of  project  objectives  from  the  school  point  of  view  and  an  explanation  of 
why  objectives  could  not  be  or  were  not  achieved; 

• the  means  by  which  the  objectives  were  met; 

• project  status;  and 

• the  affective  and  cognitive  outcomes  of  the  project. 
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Educational  Outcomes 


Introduction 

The  objective  of  Canada's  SchoolNet  is  to  electronically  network  Canadian  schools  to: 

• enhance  educational  opportunities  and  achievements  in  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
across  Canada  by  making  national  and  international  education  resources  available  to 
Canadian  teachers  and  students  no  matter  where  they  are  located; 

• foster  significant  improvements  in  learning  performance  by  facilitating  the  development 
and  electronic  delivery  of  the  most  advanced  and  proven  educational  techniques  through 
new  software  applciations  and  access  to  electronically  based  resources; 

• stimulate  learning  and  produce  a school  graduate  population  with  a strong  command  of 
information  and  telecommunications  technologies,  which  will  be  key  employability  skills 
in  a knowledge-based  economy; 

• identify  and  develop  new  educationally  relevant  services  from  government,  industry, 
universities  and  colleges,  and  facilitate  the  electronic  provision  to  the  school,  teachers  and 
students; 

• build  sharing  experiences  among  teachers  and  students  in  schools  across  Canada  through 
electronically-based  projects;  and 

• stimulate  the  Canadian  information  technology,  software  and  multimedia  businesses  by 
providing  new  market  opportunities. 

The  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  was  designed  to  provide  a small  number  of  schools,  on  a pilot 
basis,  with  access  to  electronic  resources  to  exploit  the  potential  of  learning  technology  in  the 
classroom.  Projects  adopted  theses  ranging  from  science  and  mathematics  to  societal  issues  to 
exploring  the  Internet. 

Alberta  SchoolNet  offered  full  Internet  access,  with  the  exception  of  e-mail,  to  the  97  schools. 
This  allowed  the  schools  to  access  gophers,  world  wide  webs,  ftp  and  telnet  sites  from  across  the 
province,  country  and  the  world.  Schools  required  appropriate  technology  (i.e.,  9600  bps 
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modem,  Macintosh  or  Windows  computer  systems,  and  access  to  Internet).  Students  were  not 
provided  with  individual  accounts  but  accessed  materials  and  projects  on  SchoolNet  and  Internet 
through  a school-based  account  and  at  the  teacher's  discretion. 

Many  schools  choose  to  access  information  from  Internet  rather  than  accessing  SchoolNet.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  projects,  as  originally  designed  by  the  schools,  did  not  specifically  focus 
on  resources  from  SchoolNet.  SchoolNet  provided  a series  of  discussion  forums  but  with  the 
lack  of  e-mail,  many  schools  did  not  participate  in  any  of  these  forums. 

Outcomes 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  positive  results  of  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  projects  were  the 
result  of  planned  initiatives,  related  to  the  introduction  of  new  hardware,  software,  or 
organizational  practices,  having  experienced  Internet  previously  or  simply  the  result  of  being 
involved  in  doing  some  different  things.  Teachers  tended  to  limit  the  access  to  students  thus 
decreasing  the  possibility  of  accessing  inappropriate  material.  There  did  not  seem  to  be  a risk  of 
censorship  in  doing  so. 

Table  1 provides  an  overview  of  the  projects  and  suggests  that  most  projects  made  significant 
strides  towards  achievement  of  planned  or  revised  objectives.  Unfortunately,  these  overviews 
fail  to  describe  adequately  both  the  ambition  and  imagination  contained  in  many  of  the  projects. 
Project  reports  were  not  received  from  those  schools  where  only  school  and  project  names  are 
recorded.  A few  schools  received  their  own  Internet  connections  either  before  the  school  year 
started  or  during  the  school  year.  These  schools  remained  with  the  project  but  may  not  have 
submitted  a report.  One  school  (Sir  Winston  Churchill  High  School)  was  brought  on  as  a project 
site  after  the  donation  from  Shell  Canada  as  a good  will  gesture. 
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Intended  Outcomes 


Cognitive  Outcomes 

The  actual  measurement  of  cognitive  outcomes  was  very  limited  however,  project  leaders 
acknowledged  the  achievement  of  curricular  objectives  and  observed  cognitive  outcomes. 

The  project  teacher  from  Delbume  School  said,  "...even  my  I.O.  students  who  have  a hard  time 
with  academics  had  great  success  in  'surfing'  the  Internet  - and  it  has  given  them  an  edge  over 
students  in  the  regular  program  who  don't  know  how  to  use  it.  Their  computer  literacy  has 
improved,  their  reading  rate  on  the  screen,  their  ability  to  follow  directions  and  move  around 
using  technology  have  all  increased  almost  exponentially." 

Affective  Outcomes 

Most  students  and  teachers  reported  to  have  enjoyed  their  experience  with  SchoolNet  and  the 
Internet.  Some  schools  addressed  affective  outcomes.  Some  comments  provided  interesting 
insight  into  the  whole  world  of  the  Internet. 

"Considerable  frustration  was  the  general  outcome  in  the  initial  stages. 

Confidence  and  excitement  were  more  pleasant  outcomes  when  material  was 
uncovered  or  connections  made  that  were  appropriate  to  the  needs  of  the  user." 

Holy  Family  Elementary  School 

"Students  and  teachers  learned  to  work  as  a group  and  to  be  active  members  of  a 
learning  community." 

J.R.  Robson  High  School 
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"Students  seem  to  feel  a growing  sense  of  empowerment.  They  have  reason  to 
believe  that  they  will  be  able  to  find  the  information  that  they  want  and  need,  and 
so  they  are  less  likely  to  give  up  when  they  encounter  a blind  alley.  They  are 
better  able  to  describe  their  own  information  needs,  and  are  more  assertive  and 
independent  in  meeting  these  needs." 

Medicine  Hat  High  School 

Unintended  Outcomes 

Many  of  the  resources  found  and  used  in  the  reported  projects  came  from  the  Internet  and  not 
directly  from  Canada's  SchoolNet.  This  may  suggest  that  Canada's  SchoolNet  is  just  one  of 
many  resources  available  and  a resource  that  is  deemed  too  limited  by  teachers  and/or  students. 

It  should  be  noted  that  organizational  changes  are  emerging,  or  at  least  being  thought  about.  The 
project  leader  from  Medicine  Hat  High  School  said,  "The  time  has  come  to  go  beyond 
investigating  and  learning  about  the  Internet  and  begin  to  integrate  it  into  the  day  to  day 
operation  of  our  schools  in  a meaningful  way,..." 

In  general,  schools  reported  the  occurrence  of  unintended  outcomes  to  be  very  positive. 

Increased  number  of  staff  became  involved  in  the  project,  other  professionals  were  accessed  and 
the  growth  of  enthusiasm  from  all  involved  was  experienced. 

Problems 

A number  of  problems  arose  which  constrained  many  of  the  projects  from  achieving  their  full 
potential.  A delayed  start  to  some  projects  placed  projects  in  conflict  with  other  school  activities 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  school  year  or  semester.  In-servicing  was  delayed  until  the  majority 
(approximately  90%)  of  the  schools  had  received  the  installation  software.  Technical  problems 
also  arose:  The  hardware  and  software  were  unfamiliar  to  some,  a few  sites  did  not  have  the 
necessary  hardware  and/or  software  and  a couple  of  sites  needed  technical  assistance  to  gain  the 
initial  connection  to  the  AGNpac.  E-mail  was  seen  as  the  major  stumbling  block.  Many  schools 
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had  planned  their  projects  around  the  access  to  e-mail  and  either  revised  their  objectives 
accordingly  or  abandoned  the  projects  altogether. 

A few  schools  expressed  a lack  of  co-operation  among  schools  participating  throughout  the 
country  making  their  completion  of  projects  difficult.  One  school  reported  a number  of 
Canadian  schools  expressed  interest  in  their  survey  but  did  not  have  the  time  to  get  involved. 

Summary 

The  major  problem  that  was  noted  which  reduced  the  effectiveness  of  the  Alberta  SchoolNet 
projects  conducted  in  the  1994-95  school  year  was  the  unavailability  of  e-mail.  Other  problems 
arose  that  also  reduced  the  effectivenss  of  the  projects  but  not  to  the  same  degree  as  the  e-mail 
problem. 

In  spite  of  these  problems,  many  project  participants  revised  their  objectives  and  saw  the  great 
potential  of  the  Internet  in  today's  schools.  Many  project  leaders  have  expressed  the  need  to 
continue  with  the  project  during  the  next  school  year. 

Evaluation  of  the  Technical  Aspects 

General  Comments 

Most  of  the  equipment  used  for  the  1993-94  project  was  donated  so  acquiring  equipment  for  the 
1994-95  project  with  a very  small  amount  of  funding  had  impacts  on  the  project  schools.  The 
services  provided  were  changed  and  improved.  The  full  complement  of  Internet  services 
(gopher,  ftp,  telnet,  world  wide  web)  were  made  available  to  project  schools  through  SLIP  and 
PPP  connections.  Unfortunately,  funding  for  an  e-mail  server  did  not  become  available  until 
very  late  in  the  project  (June). 

The  following  technical  problems  emerged  from  the  assessment  reports: 

1)  Technical  problems  at  the  school  level. 

2)  Technical  problems  at  the  communications  supplier  level. 
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3)  Technical  problems  at  the  server  level. 

4)  General  technical  problems. 

Recommendations  follow  the  summary  of  technical  problems  however,  the  main  and  common 
point  from  all  schools  involved  was  that  the  project  was  very  worthwhile.  Of  course,  having  e- 
mail  available  would  have  made  the  project  even  more  worthwhile.  Many  schools  would  like  to 
continue  with  the  project  during  the  next  school  year. 

Assessment  of  the  Technical  Component  of  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  Project 

1)  Technical  problems  at  the  school  level: 

- A number  of  schools  used  Macintosh  computers  and  System  7.5  was  the  standard 
operating  system.  Delays  occurred  in  purchasing  and  installing  System  7.5. 

- Some  schools  complied  with  only  the  minimum  computer  standards  and  found 
accessing  the  Internet  to  be  very  slow. 

- A lack  of  technical  communications  knowledge  to  properly  set-up  and 
troubleshoot  problems  added  to  the  difficulties. 

- A lack  of  hardware  (e.g.,  modems  and  telephone  lines)  delayed  projects. 

2)  Technical  problems  at  the  communications  supplier  level: 

- Schools  found  it  difficult  with  a single-user  access  to  the  Internet  when  teaching  a 
class.  Some  schools  expressed  a preference  to  a network  approach  or  dedicated 
line  approach. 

- Contending  for  access  was  a problems  for  schools.  Some  found  it  very  difficult  to 
connect  at  various  times  of  the  day  due  to  contention  on  the  available 
communication  ports. 

Access  to  some  Internet  sites  was  difficult  during  the  day. 
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3)  Technical  problems  at  the  server  level: 

Some  file  transfers  were  too  slow. 

Set-up  of  a mail  interface  was  needed. 

4)  General  technical  problems: 

Many  schools  accessed  resources  of  the  Internet.  This  required  greater  expertise 
and  understanding  of  the  Internet  and  the  tools  associated  with  it. 

A huge  learning  curve  accompanied  the  new  resources  and  tools. 

- Not  enough  written  documentation  was  available. 

Long  distance  toll  charges  limited  the  access  time. 

Recommendations  for  the  Technical  Component 

The  following  recommendations  are  offered: 

1)  More  in-servicing  and  hands-on  training  should  be  mandatory  before  teachers  are  allowed  to 
access  and  use  Internet. 

2)  E-mail  services  need  to  be  provided. 

3)  To  continue  with  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  and  to  expand  to  as  many  schools  as 
possible. 

Evaluation  of  Pre-Service,  In-Service,  and  Support  for  Teachers 

General  Comments 

The  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  project,  with  its  access  to  the  Internet, 
was  greeted  with  enthusiasm  and  excitement.  The  project  was  a challenge  to  some  who  had  not 
ventured  onto  the  rapidly  changing  Internet. 

Initial  excitement  was  tempered,  in  the  early  stages  of  the  each  school's  initiative,  by  technical 
difficulties  and  delays  coupled  with  operator  inexperience.  As  a result,  some  project  teachers 
and  students  experienced  frustration.  Frustrations  arose  from  delays  with  school  software  to  the 
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effective  use  of  the  Internet.  Some  participants  expressed  the  feeling  that  they  lacked  the 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  power  and  scope  of  the  Internet  and  how  to  tap  into  the 
resources.  Navigating  through  the  Internet  proved  to  be  a challenge  to  many. 

Despite  delays  and  frustrations,  most  schools  perservered  and  were  very  positive  about  their 
experiences.  Almost  all  schools  reported  their  wishes  to  continue  with  the  project  in  the  fall  of 
1995.  They  felt  their  investment  of  time  and  newly  gained  knowledge  warranted  the  opportunity 
to  expand  on  what  they  had  learned.  A teacher  summed  up  the  experience  of  many  when 
reported,  "Both  students  and  staff  grew  from  their  experience  with  SchoolNet  and  as  interest  has 
grown  so  has  the  demand."  There  is  little  doubt  that  schools  new  to  the  Internet  require  nurturing 
until  they  become  comfortable  with  the  new  technology.  The  desire  to  continue  the  Alberta 
SchoolNet  project  and,  indeed,  to  expand  its  scope,  have  implications  for  this  required  support. 

Teacher  Pre-Service,  In-Service  and  Support 

A total  of  five  in-service  workshops  were  held  April  4-6  in  Edmonton,  Grande  Prairie  and 
Calgary.  Approximately  80  project  teachers  and  jurisdiction  leaders  attended  these  sessions. 

The  workshops  served  to  introduce  participants  and  key  personnel  to  each  other  as  well  as  giving 
an  overview  of  the  Alberta  configuration  and  the  Internet  applications.  The  workshops  were 
informative  but,  unfortunately,  no  hands-on  experience  was  available.  This  was  a limitation  in 
providing  the  teachers  with  the  knowledge  needed  to  complete  their  projects. 

Timing  was  an  important  factor  throughout  the  project.  Upon  notification  of  acceptance  into  the 
project,  it  was  assumed  schools  would  send  in  the  disks  for  the  required  software  so  their  project 
could  begin.  The  unavailability  of  e-mail  discouraged  potential  users  along  with  other  technical 
problems  experienced.  Access  proved  difficult  for  some  sites  as  the  AGNpac  network  was  very 
busy  as  well  as  Internet  sites.  This  severely  limited  the  full  utilization  of  the  telecommunications 
technology  for  both  teachers  and  students. 
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While  a number  of  problems  experienced  were  universal  and  others  were  unique  to  individual 
sites,  all  led  to  frustration.  But  all  sites  reported  generally  positive  experiences  and  some 
knowledge  gained. 

Many  teachers  wished  to  mention  specifically  the  assistance  provided  by  Ken  Robitaille  and 
Diane  Pon  and  other  personnel. 

Conclusions 

The  learning  curve  associated  with  mastering  the  intricacies  of  the  Internet  is  very  steep.  More 
experience  is  needed  to  realize  fully  the  potential  of  the  Internet.  The  amount  of  time  to  learn 
and  use  the  system  was  too  short;  an  on-going  experience  would  be  the  best. 

There  is  a wealth  of  information  on  the  Internet  that  is  not  always  easily  accessible.  Exploration 
is  needed  but  not  always  sufficient  to  become  competent  in  information  retrieval.  It  is  necessary 
to  have  in- services  available  on  an  on-going  basis  to  fully  utilize  the  potential  of  the  Internet. 

Schools  need  teachers  committed  to  the  project  to  maintain  the  system  and  to  assist  in  creating 
and  compiling  projects.  Teachers  are  becoming  more  aware  of  what  is  available  and  how  to 
access  it  and  are  becoming  committed  users. 

Recommendations  for  Teacher  Pre-Service,  In-Service  and  Support 

1)  The  Alberta  SchoolNet  project  should  be  continued  to  give  schools  the  opportunity  to 
complete  their  projects  and  fine  tune  other  aspects  of  Internet  usage. 

2)  Hands-on  pre-service  activities  and  on-going  in-service  opportunities  would  be  very  useful 
for  potential  users  in  helping  to  diminish  the  frustrations  caused  by  the  steep  learning  curve. 

3)  Written  documentation  for  basic  navigational  tools  and  resources  would  be  desirable. 

4)  An  electronic  discussion  group  would  be  beneficial  in  offsetting  difficulties  experienced  by 
the  users. 

5)  Participants  should  meet  to  share  the  success  and  concerns  of  their  experiences  and  to  acquire 
professional  and  expert  advice. 
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Recommendations 


Essentially,  this  section  is  a restatement  of  recommendations  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Recommendations 

1)  Continuation  and  expansion  of  Alberta  SchoolNet  in  the  1995/96  school  year. 

2)  Hardware  and  software  requirements  and  operational  procedures  associated  with  each 
must  be  clearly  explained  to  participants.  This  may  serve  to  solve  technical  problems 
before  they  occur. 

3)  Co-operation  between  and  among  the  schools  participating  must  be  increased 
significantly  to  facilitate  joint  problem-solving  and  information  sharing. 

4)  Schools  must  assess  carefully  their  computer  and  communications  capabilities  to  ensure 
they  are  able  to  run  the  necessary  applications  to  utilize  effectively  any  Internet  resources. 

5)  Thorough  pre-service,  in-service,  and  on-going  support  for  teachers  should  be  developed. 

6)  Teachers  should  take  the  time  to  learn  about  the  Internet  and  not  rely  totally  on  the 
support  given  by  Alberta  Education. 

7)  Schools  should  log  on  to  the  Alberta  SchoolNet  Web  (and  e-mail,  when  availalbe)  on  a 
regular  basis  to  receive  warnings  of  potential  shut  downs  or  the  correction  of  technical 
difficulties. 

8)  Methods  should  be  found  to  address  network  contention  issues.  Some  schools  found  it 
very  difficult  to  connect  at  various  times  during  the  day. 

9)  The  inclusion  of  e-mail  service  is  essential. 

10)  A formalized  management  structure  needs  to  be  developed  to  ensure  plans  for  continuing 
and  expanding  Alberta  SchoolNet  are  developed,  implementated,  funded,  and  assessed. 

In  this  regard,  it  is  critical  that  a regularized  source  of  funding  be  established  by  Alberta 
Education,  the  federal  government,  and  local  schools  and  school  jurisdictions. 


SchoolNet  Evaluation 


August  1995 


Page  14 


Table  1 

SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  ! 

• "Students  were  very 
enthusiastic  about 
gathering  the 
information  from 
various  web  sites  and 
were  very  successful 
in  the  sharing 
process." 

• "Most  important, 
however,  is  that 
students  enjoyed  the 
learning  process." 

• "...  this  is  a great  tool 
to  use  in  and  out  of 
the  classroom  for 
teachers  as  well  as 
students." 

Recommendations  | 

Problems  I 

• Gateway  and 
network  often  busy. 

| Results 

• Original  objectives 
modified  due  to 
unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• Only  partial  success 
due  to  insufficient 
technical  expertise, 
time  and  no  e-mail. 

• Objectives  modified 
to  retrieve  data  and 
not  to  use  e-mail. 

Project(s) 

| As  Participant  1 

| As  Originator 

• Question  Period 

• Electronic  Writing 
Exchange 

• Canadian  Unity 

• Geography 

• Bow  River  Corridor 

• Canadian  Climatic 
Situations 

1 School 

Aspen  Grove,  Grande 
Prairie 

Grande  Prairie  SD 

Barrhead  Elementary 
School,  Barrhead 

County  of  Barrhead 

Bentley  School, 

Bentley 

County  of  Lacombe  i 

Bindloss  School, 
Bindloss 

Cypress  School 
Division 

Bishop  McNally  High 
School,  Calgary 

Calgary  RCSSD 

Bowden  Grandview 
School,  Bowden 

County  of  Red  Deer 
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Table  1 

SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  i 

• "Both  students  and 
staff  alike  feel  that 
our  participation  in 
the  project  was  a 
positive  experience 
and  that  the  Internet 
possesses 

tremendous  potential 
as  a learning 
resource  for 
schools." 

• "...We  see  SchoolNet 
becoming  a valuable 
teaching  tool." 

• "The  most  incredible 
aspect  to  the 
SchoolNet  is  that  it 
brought  students  and 
teachers  together  to 
share  ideas  and 
information." 

Recommendations  | 

• More  educators 
should  get  involved 
in  the  Internet. 

• Internet  should  be 
more  "kid friendly". 

• Need  more  search 
indexes  to  locate 
information  for  kids. 

Problems 

• Reading  level  of 
material  on  Internet 
was  often  too 
advanced  for 
elementary  and 
junior  high  students. 

• Material  not  always 
easy  to  locate. 

| Results 

• Objectives  modified. 
Internet  was  used  for 
research  purposes 
and  not  e-mail. 

• Unable  to  meet 
objectives  of 
Qualtify  of  Life 
project  - no  e-mail. 

• Objectives  were  fully 
achieved. 

• Not  all  objectives 
achieved  due  to 
unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• USSR  project 
objectives  achieved. 

Project(s) 

| As  Participant 

As  Originator 

• Responding  to 
Technology  in 
Canada 

• Concern  for 

Wilderness  Areas  in 
the  World 

• International  Study 
of  Quality  of  Life 

• Focus  on  Research: 
Use  of  the  Internet  to 
Support  School  - 
Based  Research 

• Comparison  of 
Canada  and  US 

• USSR:  Now  and 
Then 

1 School 

Caledonia  Park  School, 
Leduc 

Leduc  School  District 

Central  Middle  School, 
Red  Deer 

Red  Deer  School 
District 

Clive  School,  Clive 
County  of  Lacombe 

Cochrane  High  School, 
Cochrane 

Rocky  View  School 
Division 
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Table  1 

SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  f 

• "We  found 

SchoolNet  to  be  very 
useful.  ...We  look 
forward  to  its  use 
next  year..." 

• " .. .Thank  you  for  the 
opportunity  to  work 
with  the  Internet..." 

• "The  students  who 
spent  the  time  are 
excited!!  They  are 
stimulated  by  going 
to  places  they  know 
they  would  never 
have  a chance  to  go 
otherwise." 

Recommendations  | 

Problems 

• School  level 
decisions  had  to  be 
made  - platform  to 
use,  location  of 
computer,  dedicated 
line. 

• Only  one  connection. 

• Technical  problems  - 
had  to  wait  for 
System  7.5,  lack  of 
expertise  and  time. 

• Connections  were 
often  busy. 

• Language  and 
sensitivity  of 
material  being 
viewed. 

• Unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• Lack  of  time. 

• Unable  to  connect  to 
sites. 

• No  e-mail. 

• Teachers  did  not 
want  to  invest  the 
time  in  searching  the 
Net. 

Results 

• Original  objectives 
were  not  met. 

• Internet  and 
SchoolNet  used  to 
gather  information 
in  Information 
Processing  (CTS) 
and  other  disciplines. 

• The  first  project  was 
abandoned. 

• Objectives  were 
partially  met. 

• Many  objectives 
were  fully  achieved. 

• Objectives  have  not 
been  effectively  met 
mainly  due  to 
insufficient 
information. 

Pro.ject(s) 

| As  Participant 

| As  Originator 

• Aquatic  Inverebrate 
Monitoring  Program 

• Research  Tool 

• Job  Search 

• Surf  the  Internet 

• Study  of  Botswana 

• Career  Information 

• General  Research 

• Hypercard/Log 
Project 

School 

Crescent  Heights  High 
School,  Medicine  Hat 

Medicine  Hat  School 
Division 

Daysland  School, 
Daysland 

County  of  Flagstaff 

Delbume  School, 
Delbume 

County  of  Red  Deer 

Delia  School,  Delia 

Starland  School 
Division 
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Table  1 

SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments 

• "This  project 

provided  an  excellent 
setting  to  teach 
students  about 
Internet,  pointing  out 
how  it  is  useful  in 
our  lives  as  well  as 
the  ethics  and 
responsibilities  in 
using  a world  wide 
network." 

• "What  I found  very 
useful  was 
developing  our 
homepage  that  was 
linked  to  resources 
we  use  on  a regular 
basis." 

1 Recommendations  | 

• More  inservicing  is 
needed  and  at  the 
start  of  the  school 
year. 

• School  projects 
should  be  very 
focused  and  limited. 

• Project  posting 
should  be  done  early 
in  the  school  year. 

1 Problems 

• Unavailability  of  e- 
mail 

• AGN  access  was 
very  limited.  Busy 
signals  were 
encountered. 

• Not  enough  time. 

| Results 

• Objectives  were  not 
achieved  due  to  local 
school  issues  (e.g., 
change  in  project 
teachers,  change  in 
school  format) 

• Objectives  were 
partially  achieved. 

• Objectives  were  not 
all  met  due  to 
unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

1 Project(s) 

| As  Participant 

| As  Originator 

• Current  Events 

• Career  Selection 
Guide 

• Science  Fair 

• Canada  Wide 
Asthma  Study 

• Science  Simulation 
in  2020 

| School 

Dr.  Swift  Junior  High, 
Lac  La  Biche 

Lac  La  Biche  School 
Division 

Eaglesham  School, 
Eaglesham 

Spirit  River  School 
Division 

Eastview  Community 
School,  Red  Deer 

Red  Deer  School 
District 

Ecole  Kingsland 
School,  Calgary 

Calgary  School  District 

Alberta  SchoolNet  Evaluation  August,  1995  Page  18 


Table  1 

SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  I 

• "We  see  the 
possibilities  for 
teaching  and  learning 
as  unlimited  and 
look  forward  to  the 
continuation  of  this 
valuable  service." 

• "I  look  forward  to 
seeing  SchoolNet 
back  next  year, 
bigger  and  better." 

• "Again  this  year,  we 
greatly  appreciate  the 
opportunity  to  have 
access  to  SchoolNet 
and  look  forward  to 
having  greater  access 
in  the  future." 

• "The  workshop  you 
hosted  was  a good 
start." 

Recommendations  | 

Problems  j 

• "Interest  in  the 
Internet  seems  to  ebb 
and  flow." 

• Line  was  often  busy. 

• Transfer  of  data  was 
slow. 

• Only  one  connection. 

• Unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• AGN  access  usually 
busy. 

• Unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• Only  one  connection. 

| Results 

• More  than  twenty 
Grade  8 students 
were  trained  how  to 
do  research  on  the 
Internet. 

• All  objectives  were 
achieved. 

• The  first  project  was 
abandoned  due  to 
unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• Objectives  were  met. 

• Objectives  met  in 
only  the  Research 
project. 

• Objectives  were  not 
achieved  due  to  not 
implementing 
project. 

! Project(s)  j 

| As  Participant 

| As  Originator 

• Surfing  the  Internet 

• Club  Internet 

• Rural  Communities  - 
Change  in  a 
Changing  World 

• Experience  the 
Internet 

• Cultural  Traditions 

• Internet  User's 
Manual 

• Global 
Communication 

• Research 

• Road  Map  to  Internet 

School  ! 

Edwin  Parr  Composite 
Community  School, 
Athabasca 

County  of  Athabasca 

Elizabeth  Barrett 
Elementary  School, 
Cochrane 

Rocky  View  School 
Division 

Elnora  School,  Elnora 
County  of  Red  Deer 

F.R.  Haythome  Junior 
High  School, 
Sherwood  Park 

County  of  Strathcona 

Father  Mercredi 
Community  High 
School,  Ft.  McMurray 

Ft.  McMurray  RCSSD 

Forestburg  School, 
Forestburg 

County  of  Flagstaff 
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Table  1 

SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments 

• "There  were  a 
number  of  sites  that 
provided  information 
to  which  we  might 
not  otherwise  have 
had  access." 

• "...Students  need 
access  to  the  Internet 
in  order  to  learn  the 
skills  they  need  to 
successfully 
participate  in  today's 
and  especially 
tomorrow's  society." 

Recommendations  | 

Problems  ! 

• Access  to  AGN  was 
difficult. 

• Unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• Long  distance  toll 
charges  a burden. 

• More  powerful 
computers  needed. 

• Unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• The  selection  of 
useful  information. 

Results 

• Objectives  were  fully 
achieved. 

• Objectives  fully 
achieved. 

Project(s) 

As  Participant  ! 

s- 

© 

.S 

M 

o 

< 

• Stock  Market  Project 

• Study  of  Brazil 

• Science,  Technology 
and  Society 

• An  Investigation  into 
Lake  Algae  Buildup 

School 

Georges  P.  Vanier 
School,  Donnelly 

High  Prairie  School 
Division 

Glendale  Junior  High 
School,  Red  Deer 

Red  Deer  School 
District 

Grande  Cache  High 
School,  Grande  Cache 

Grande  Cache  School 
District 

Hillside  High  School, 
Valley  view 

East  Smoky  School 
Division 
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Table  1 

SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  i 

• "Many  of  the 

obstacles  created  by 
not  being  brave  and 
adventurous  are 
gradually  being 
overcome  as  users 
realize  that  risk 
taking  can  have 
many  positive 
benefits  when  you 
are  looking  for 
information  on 
SchoolNet." 

Recommendations  | 

Problems  \ 

• Connection  made 
late  in  the  year. 

• Technical  problems 
encountered  with 
school  computers. 

• Lack  of  essential 
equipment  (e.g.,  a 
modem). 

• School  network 
problems. 

• Sites  often  busy. 

• AGN  lines  often 
busy. 

Results  I 

• Objectives  not  met. 

• Objectives  were  all 
achieved  but  not  as 
originally  planned. 

Project(s) 

| As  Participant 

| As  Originator 

• National 
Environment  Watch 
Project 

• Orientation  to 
SchoolNet 

• Data  base  access 

• Career  Selection 

School  | 

Hines  Creek  High 
School,  Hines  Creek 

Fairview  School 
Division 

Holy  Family 
Elementary  School, 
Red  Deer 

Red  Deer  RCSSD 

Holy  Redeemer 
School,  Sherwood  Park 

Sherwood  Park  RC 
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SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  | 

• "Thanks  again  to  all 
those  who  shared 
thier  ideas  and 
helped  increase 
opportunities  for 
teachers  and  students 
to  learn  in  different 
ways." 

• "I  know  for  a fact 
that  at  least  6 parents 
have  joined  the  local 
Internet  server  as  a 
result  of  their 
students  having  the 
exposure  here  at 
school." 

• "SchoolNet  has 
shown  itself  to  be  a 
tremedous  source  of 
information  with  the 
potential  to  be  used 
in  so  many  ways." 

Recommendations  | 

• Internet  access  and 
e-mail  should  be 
given  to  all  teachers. 

• Direct  supervision  of 
students  needed. 

• Hardware  standards 
should  be  updated. 

Problems 

• Too  little  time. 

• Technical  problems 
at  the  school. 

• AGN  access  during 
school  hours  busy. 

• Downloading  time. 

• Audio  and  video 
quality. 

• Equipment  had  to  be 
purchased. 

• Phone  line  had  to  be 
installed. 

• Modem  "zapped"  by 
lightning. 

• Project  start-up  was 
delayed  due  to 
software  and 
hardware  problems. 

• Frustration  set  in 
when  trying  to  find 
useful  information. 

• Too  much  technical 
jargon. 

• Trying  to  use  a new 
medium  that  most 
contributors  are 
unfamiliar  with. 

Results  ! 

• Objectives  partially 
achieved. 

• Objectives  were 
achieved. 

• Over  30  students  and 
20  teachers  were 
succesfully 
introduced  to  the 
Internet. 

• Objectives  achieved. 

• Project  modified. 

Project(s) 

As  Participant 

| As  Originator 

• Communications 
Technology  and  the 
Web 

• Program  Application 
using  Internet 

• Controversial  Areas 
of  the  Law 

• Internet  for  Jr/Sr 
High  School 

• Planetary  Research 
and  Computer 
Enhancement 

1 School 

Hunting  Hills  High 
School,  Red  Deer 

Red  Deer  School 
District 

Innisfail  Jr/Sr  High 
School,  Innisfail 

County  of  Red  Deer 

Innisfree  School, 
Innisfree 

County  of  Minbum 
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SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  j’ 

• "...We  have  learned 
to  be  patient  with  a 
fragile  system.  We 
look  forward  to 
making  even  greater 
use  of  the  sytem  ..." 

• " . . .They  have  learned 
about  the  types  of 
interactions  possible 
through  electronic 
means,  and  the 
power  of  knowledge 
through  out  the 
world." 

Recommendations  | 

• Hands-on  in-service. 

| Problems 

• Software  problems 
encountered. 

• Modem  problems 
encountered. 

• AGN  access  often 
busy,  especially 
during  May  and 
June. 

• Unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• Long  learning  curve. 

• Hardware  problems 
at  the  school. 

| Results 

• Objectives  were 
achieved. 

• Objectives  were 
partially  achieved. 

• Objectives  were  met. 

• Unavailability  of  e- 
mail  hindered  the 
sharing  of  results 
with  other  students 
around  the  world. 

• Objectives  were  not 
met. 

• Objectives  were  not 
met  due  to 
unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

Project(s) 

| As  Participant 

| As  Originator 

• Demonstrating  and 
Using  Computerized 
Computer 
Communication 
Technology 

• General  Introduction 
into  SchoolNet 

• Environmental 
Issues  Across  the 
Curriculum 

• Smoking  and  Your 
Health 

• Geography 

• Communication 

• Holidays  and 
Cultural  Celebrations 

1 School  ! 

Irvine  School,  Irvine 

Cypress  School 
Division 

J.A.  Williams  High 
School,  Lac  La  Biche 

Lac  La  Biche  School 
Division 

J.R.  Robson  High 
School,  Vermilion 

County  of  Vermilion 
River 

James  Fowler  High 
School,  Calgary 

Calgary  School  District 

Jenner  School,  Jenner 

Cypress  School 
Division  5 

John  Wilson 
Elementary  School, 
Innisfail 

County  of  Red  Deer 
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SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments 

• " . . .they  have  learned 
that  knowledge  and 
information  is  widely 
and  vastly  available, 
and  it  is  a skill  to 
know  how  to  find 
what  you  are  looking 
for,  and  a greater 
skill  to  synthesize  all 
the  inforamation  into 
a workable 
presentation." 

Recommendations  | 

| Problems 

• Lack  of  time. 

• Hardware  problems 
at  the  school. 

Results 

• Objectives  were  not 
met  due  to  local 
school  issues  (e.g., 
change  in  staff). 

• Objectives  were  all 
fully  achieved. 

• Objectives  met  after 
an  external  e-mail 
account  was 
purchased. 

Project(s) 

As  Participant 

• Taming  the  Tube 

• Keypals 

• Space  Projects 

| As  Originator 

• Energy  Study 

• Energy  Resources 
and  Conservation 

• Reading  and 
Analyzing  Children's 
Literature 

• Pen  Pals 

• Hypermedia 

• Alternative  Energy 

I School 

Kitscoty  Jr/Sr  High 
School,  Kitscoty 

County  of  Vermilion 
River 

Lacombe  Upper 
Elementary  School, 
Lacombe 

County  of  Lacombe 

Lakeview  Elementary, 
Lethbridge 

Lethbridge  School 
District 

Livingstone  School, 
Lundbreck 

Pincher  Creek  School 
Division 
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SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  | 

• "The  excitement 
generated  not  only 
by  students,  but  staff 
as  well  to  current 
information  was 
rather  overwhelming 
at  times  since  we  had 
any  number  of 
people  wanting  to 
use  the  single 
Internet  computer." 

Recommendations  | 

• Introduce  projects  at 
the  beginning  of  the 
school  year. 

• In-servicing  should 
be  done  at  the 
beginning  of 
projects. 

Problems 

• Lack  of  time  to  get 
other  shcools 
onboard. 

• Unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• Only  one  connection. 

• Lack  of  student 
participation. 

• Difficulties  getting 
hardware  and 
software  working. 

• Busy  phone  lines. 

| Results 

• Objectives  were  met. 

• Objectives  were 
achieved. 

• External  e-mail 
accounts  were  used. 

• Most  of  the  projects 
were  abandoned  due 
to  unavailability  of 
e-mail. 

• Unable  to  locate 
appropriate 
information  or 
addresses. 

Project(s) 

| As  Participant 

• Canada  Fest 

• Blue  Print  Earth 

| As  Originator 

• Coast  to  Coast 

• Prairie  Plant  Watch 

• Canada:  Its 
Geography  and 
People 

• Recycling  and  the 
Environment 

• Penpals 

• Career  Search 

• Science  Enquiries 

School  | 

Lloydminster 
Comprehensive  High 
School,  Lloydminster 

Lloydminster  School 
Division 

Malmo  Elementary 
School,  Edmonton 

Edmonton  School 
District 

Manachaban  Middle 
School,  Cochrane 

Rocky  View  School 
Division 

Mannville  School, 
Mannville 

County  of  Minbum 
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SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  jj 

• "Tying  into 
SchoolNet,  the 
students  have 
developed  an 
appreciation  for 
accessing  the  Net  for 
current  information 
while  realizing  that 
the  world  isn't  as  big 
as  one  might  think." 

• "We  are  impressed 
by  the  student's 
ability  to  use 
electronic 
information 
strategies  to  access 
information." 

• "We  look  forward  to 
using  our  beginning 
knowledge  to  expand 
our  use  of  SchoolNet 
access  next  year." 

Recommendations  | 

• Connect  Alberta 
schools  with 
dedicated  lines 
rather  than  dial-up 
connections. 

| Problems 

• System  upgrades  are 
required. 

• Hardware  problems. 

• Finding  resources 
was  challenging. 

• Only  one  connection. 

• Close  supervision  - 
concern  over 
availibility  of 
inappropriate 
material. 

| Results 

• Without  e-mail, 
method  of  approach 
was  modified. 

• Objectives  were 
partially  achieved. 

• Objectives  were  fully 
achieved. 

• Objectives  involving 
e-mail  were  not 
achieved  due  to 
unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• Project  abandoned 
due  to  unavailability 
of  e-mail. 

• Project  objectives 
revised  to  surfing  the 
Net. 

Project(s)  s 

| As  Participant 

I As  Originator  j 

• Wetting  Man's 
Ultimate  Need 

• Grade  Nine 
Health/Science 
Career  Project 

• Entrepreneurship 

• Environmental 
Research 

• Pen  Pals 

• International 
Anthology 

1 School 

Milo  Community 
School,  Milo 

County  of  Vulcan 

Montgomery  Junior 
High  School,  Calgary 

Calgary  School  District 

Montrose  Junior  High 
School,  Grande  Prairie 

Grande  Prairie  School 
Division 

Morinville  Community 
High  School, 
Morinville 

Thibault  RCPSD 

Alberta  SchoolNet  Evaluation  August,  1995  Page  27 


Table  1 

SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  | 

• "Asa  rural  school, 
we  have  no  other 
local  Internet 
providers  and  our 
students  appreciate 
what  you  have 
enabled  us  to  do." 

• "As  the  pilot  i 

progressed  more  and 
more  students  not 
associated  with  the 
project  asked  to  be 

included. 

• "We  look  forward  to 
future  positive 
outcomes  as  a result 
of  our  learning  this 
year." 

Recommendations  | 

[ Problems  j 

• Delay  in  getting 
System  7.5. 

• 

• Lack  of  expertise 
and  training. 

• Difficulty  integrating 
technology  into  the 
curriculum  with  very 
little  time. 

| Results 

• Objectives  were 
partially  achieved 
due  to  unavailability 
of  e-mail. 

• Objectives  were  met. 

• Objectives  were  not 
achieved  due  to 
unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

• Objectives  somewhat 
revised. 

• Intended  objectives 
were  not  met. 
Success  of  the 
project  was 
contingent  on  using 
e-mail . 

• Unintended 
objectives  were 
successful. 

Project(s) 

| As  Participant 

I As  Originator 

• Global  Village  News 

• Canadian  Geography 

• Geography  Game 

• A Comparative 
Study  of  Quebec  and 
Alberta:  Planning  a 
Trip  to  Quebec 

• Regions  of  Canada 

| School 

Morrin  School,  Morrin 

Starland  School 
Division 

Neerlandia  School, 
Neerlandia 

County  of  Barrhead 

Nelson  Heights  School, 
Cold  Lake 

Lakeland  School 
Division 

Nelson  School, 
Lacombe 

County  of  Lacombe 

New  Cessford  School, 
Cessford 

Berry  Creek  School 
Division 
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SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  !j 

• "...We  were  able  to 
make  use  of  j 

SchoolNet  for  a 
number  of  students 
who  might  not 
otherwise  have  been 
exposed  to  the 
Internet." 

Recommendations  | 

• Need  for  e-mail. 

• Increase  speed  of 
AGN  lines. 

• More  'experts'  are 
needed. 

Problems 

• Accessing  world 
wide  webs  was  slow. 

• Inexperience  with 
SchoolNet. 

• School 
reconstruction. 

• Teacher  time  to 
explore  Internet. 

| Results 

• Projects  abandoned. 
Lack  of  teachers' 
time  and 

unavaialbility  of  e- 
mail. 

• Objectives  modified 
to  research. 

• Project  objectives 
not  met  due  to 
unavailability  of  e- 
mail. 

Project(s) 

| As  Participant 

I As  Originator 

• The  Impact  of 
Science  and 
Technology  on  our 
Environment 

• Population  Biology 
Study 

• Presidential 
Democracy  Case 
Study 

• Global  Diversity 
Case  Study 

• Enhancing 
Objectives 

• Study  of  Canada 

• Babysitting  Study 

1 School 

Niton  Central  School, 
Niton 

Yellowhead  School 
Division 

Peace  River  High 
School,  Peace  River 

Peace  River  School 
Division 

Penbrooke  Meadows 
School,  Calgary 

Calgary  School  District 

Penhold  School, 
Penhold 

County  of  Red  Deer 

Pioneer  School,  Rocky 
Mountain  House 

Rocky  Mountain 
School  Division 
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SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  i 

• "A  valuable  learning 
experience  for 
students  and  teachers 
alike.  We  hope  the 
project  will  continue 
next  year  and 
continue  to  be  of 
value  to  schools." 

• "Our  original  plan 
was  a total  failure, 
but  a very 

educationally  useful 
process  evolved 
which  allowed  us  to 
put  SchoolNet  to 
good  use." 

Recommendations  | 

| Problems  ! 

• Unavailibility  of  e - 
mail. 

• Only  one  connection. 

| Results 

• Objectives  achieved 
after  modification 
from  original. 

• Agricultural  project 
abandoned  due  to 
unavailibility  of  e- 
mail. 

• Modified  objectives 
achieved. 

Project(s)  i 

| As  Participant 

As  Originator 

• International 

Poetry /Writers'  Guild 

• Multimedia  Report 

• Agricultural  Regions 
Comparison 

• Research 

• Hello,  Boujour! 
Quel  temps  failt'it? 

• Logistics  of  Running 
a Small  Business 

I School  ! 

Prairie  River  Junior 
High  School,  High 
Prairie 

High  Prairie  School 
Division 

Ralston  School, 
Ralston 

Cypress  School 
Division 

Ridgevalley  School, 
Crooked  Creek 

East  Smoky  School 
Division 

Rio  Terrace  School, 
Edmonton 

Edmonton  School 
District 

River  Glen  School, 
Red  Deer 

County  of  Red  Deer 
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Comments 

| Recommendations  | 

| Problems 

• Unavailibility  of  e - 
mail. 

• Initial  set-up 
difficulties. 

• Technical  delays 
(telephone  lines). 

| Results 

• Original  objectives 
were  abandoned. 

• New  objectives  were 
demonstration  and 
information  searches. 

• Project  abandoned. 

• Web  home  page  was 
delayed. 

Project(s) 

| As  Participant 

1 As  Originator 

• Geography 

• Genetics 

• Technology, 
Education  and  the 
Quality  of  Life 

• Cultural/Regional 
Differences 

• Water  Quality 

1 School 

Seven  Persons  School, 
Seven  Persons 

Cypress  School 
Division 

Sexsmith  Secondary 
School,  Sexsmith 

County  of  Grande 
Prairie 

Sherwood  Heights  Jr. 
High  School, 
Sherwood  Park 

County  of  Strathcona 

Sir  Winston  Churchill 
High  School,  Calgary 

Calgary  School  District 

Spruce  View  School, 
Spruce  View 

County  of  Red  Deer 

St.  Anthony  School, 
Drayton  Valley 

Drayton  Valley 
RCSSD 
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SchoolNet  Project  Summaries 


Comments 

• "Now  we  are  all  a bit 
more  confident  when 
we  say  — we  don't 
know  how,  but  we 
think  we  can  figure  it 
out." 

| Recommendations  | 

• In-school  support  is 
needed. 

Problems 

• Hardware  problems 
(e.g.,  modem  and 
proecessor). 

• Suitable  location  for 
access. 

• Modem  needed  to  be 
replaced. 

• Failed  DNS  lookup 
message  received 
many  times. 

Results  ! 

• Objectives  were  fully 
achieved. 

• Project  abandoned 
due  to  unavailibility 
of  e-mail. 

• Project  abandoned 
due  to  unavailibility 
of  e-mail. 

• Objectives  achieved. 

• Objectives  partially 
achieved  due  to 
unavailibility  of  e- 
mail. 

Project(s) 

As  Participant 

| As  Originator 

• Surfing  the  Internet 

• Government  and 
Global  Learning 

• Environmental 
Forum 

• Exploration  of  the 
Internet 

• Canadian  Geography 

• Telecommunications 

1 School 

Strathmore  High 
School,  Strathmore 

County  of  Wheatland 

Summitview  Middle 
School,  Grande  Cache 

Grande  Cache  School 
District 

Sundre  High  School, 
Sundre 

County  of  Mountain 
View 

Swan  Hills  School, 
Swan  Hills 

Swan  Hills  School 
District 

Vanier  Community 
School,  Edson 

Edson  RCSSD 
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Comments  I 

• "The  reading  aspect 
as  well  as  the 
research  aspect  lends 
the 

SchoolNet/Intemet 
to  the  teacher  as  a 
productive  tool." 

Recommendations  | 

• Teachers  need  to 
monitor  material 
students  are 
accessing. 

Problems 

• Initial  set-up 
problems. 

• Long  distance  toll 
charges  limiting. 

• Installation  of  phone 
lines. 

• Long  learning  curve. 

• Delays  in  hardware 
and  software  set-ups. 

• AGN  was  often 
busy. 

• Modem  did  not  have 
a separate  phone 
line. 

• Difficulties  with 
installing  and 
configuring  software 
and  hardware  . 

• Not  enough  time. 

• In-service  held  to 
late  to  be  beneficial. 

Results  i 

• Project  objectives 
not  achieved. 

• Energy  project 
abandoned. 

• Objectives  fully 
achieved  once 
modified. 

• Objectives  achieved. 

• Objectives  not 
achieved. 

I Project(s) 

| As  Participant 

| As  Originator 

• Smoking  in  Your 
School 

• Energy  and  Physical 
Activity 

• A Giant  Research 
Tool 

• Walking  through  the 
Network 

• Electronic 

Information  Transfer 

1 School 

Vegreville  Composite 
Jr/Sr  High  School, 
Vegreville 

County  of  Minbum 

Vermilion  Elementary 
School,  Vermilion 

County  of  Vermilion 
River 

Viking  School,  Viking 
County  of  Beaver 

W.G.  Murdoch, 
Crossfield 

Rocky  View  School 
Division 
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SchooINet  Project  Summaries 


Comments  ! 

Recommendations  | 

| Problems 

• AGN  line  often  busy. 

• Mosaic  very  slow 
and  Netscape  still 
slow  during  the  day. 

• Not  enough  printed 
support  material. 

• Not  enough  access 
time  during  the  day. 

• Modem  speeds  too 
slow. 

• Unavailibility  of  e- 
mail. 

• Absence  of  hands-on 
workshops. 

| Results 

• Objectives  were  not 
achieved. 

• Objectives  not 
achieved  due  to 
unavailibility  of  e- 
mail. 

• Project  abandoned 
due  to  unavailibility 
of  e-mail. 

• Research  and 
information 
gathering  were 
revised  objectives. 

Project(s)  ! 

| As  Participant 

As  Originator  i 

• Surfing  the  Internet 

• Communication  with 
students  in  China 

• Weather  and  How  it 
Effects  Schools 

1 School 

W.R.  Myers  High 
School,  Taber 

Taber  School  Division 

Waskatenau  School, 
Waskatenau 

County  of  Smoky  Lake 

West  Park  Junior  High 
School,  Red  Deer 

Red  Deer  School 
District 
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Appendix  A 


Alberta 
SchoolNet 
Project  Schools 
1994-95 


Hines  Creek  Pe’aceRiver 

.Eaglesh’am  ,Jomlelly 

, Sex{mith  . High  Prairie 
Grande  Prairie(2)  Crooked  Creek 
* Valleyview 


Fort  McMurray 


Slave  Lake 


* Grande  Cache(2) 

Edson< 


# . Lac  La  Biche(2) 

Swan  Hills  Athabasca  Coid  ute 

•Neerlandia  ...  . x n 

• Banhead  .Waskatenau.  ■ 

Sangudo  St.  Paul  | j 

Monnville  .Ardrossan 

....  • T • • Sherwood  Park(2)  . ™ 

Niton  Junction  Edmonton(7)  * Vegreville  Kitscoty 

. Leduc  Innisfiee*  • vtr^oWminster 

Drayton  Valley  Vilang  Mannvme 

Daysland 

Rocky  Mountain.  Ben?eA  I^mbe(2) 

House(2)  Red  Deer(7)  •Delbume 
Inmsfailtzi  •Penhold 
Spruce  View  • • • Elnora 

Bowden  Monin 

• * • 

Sundre  Delia 

Cochrane(3)  Crossfield 

* _ . • •Strathmore  Ce.sstord 

Calgary(5) 


Bindloss 
Jenner 


Milo 


Ralston.  Schuler. 
Medicine  Hat(2) 
Seven  Persons*  * * 
•Taber  Irvine 

1 . Lethbridge 

Lundbreck 
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Appendix  B 

Model  for  Alberta  SchoolNet  Connection 


56  kbps 
dedicated  line 
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National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliothdaue  nationale  du  Canada 
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